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"8 June 1689.
".          The King has  not returned   to  the siege of London-
derry but remains in Dublin ; he has not yet determined to go to Scotland, which would appear opportune, as the news from thence is better than from Ireland ; the Duke of Gordon is vigorously defending himself in Edinburgh Castle, occasionally sending a shot from his artillery into the town to keep it in terror. Also Mylord Dundee, who had already declared for the King, has a following of 700 or 800 foot and horse, and expects to raise some of the counties in the hope of prompt succour from the King who has sent him arms and ammunition which he has safely received. ..."
The French Court was entirely opposed to a descent into Scotland. Louvois, in one of his most masterly despatches, writes to d'Avaux, June 13, 1869.
"... His Majesty has no other desire than to procure the re-establishment of the English King ... so you may speak frankly . . . and say that so long as there is an appearance that the assistance may be useful ... the King will do all he can to help him in all things; but if His Majesty finds that the succours he sends at a time when he must deprive himself of what is necessary for his own defence against the many enemies he has at present, are uselessly employed in Ireland, he will be obliged to retain them for his own service. ...
It is idle to flatter oneself; the.Prince of Orange is taking measures, after securing Scotland, to send an army into Ireland. It will be commanded by Marshal Schomberg and consist of 6 or 7,000 Dutch troops and 18 to 20,000 of the best English and Scotch forces he has lately raised. ... If Londonderry cannot be reduced it would be as well not to leave the troops to perish before it, which the King will need to defend himself against those of the Prince of Orange. . . . The bad conduct of the force before Londonderry cost the life of M. de Pusignan and M. de Maumont [the Duke of Berwick was wounded on the same occasion]. The King of England must not suppose that in letting General Officers be killed like common soldiers he will not be allowed to feel the want of them; such persons are rare in all countries and have to be husbanded. . . . It is to be hoped the arms landed at Bantry by M. de Chateaurenauld [after the battle of Bantry Bay] have been delivered ; it would be
252gs. . . . If the Prince of Orange is well informed of the situation, and can bring 7 or 8,000 men with officers to put at the head of the 50,000 Protestants who are ready to
